By MYLES BUCHANAN

WHILE the nationa] mp-]:ramdm
COMPetition Was post in
wian duoe o Covid, Wicklow
County Council still decided
to Eo with its amonal
Tidy Towns and Environmental
Awards, the winnars of which
hiave just been announeed.

The Local Authority wanted
b0 TRCOgmisE the work carmied
out b Tidy Towns g;rmgs whia
have remained active during
the pandemic, especially those
who have delivered mew
s on sustainabiiy bi-
oediversity.

John Faal Ave in Arklow
won the Loca]l Anthority Tidy
Estates award, while Brennans
Farade, Bray was the private
PELELS WillIAT.

Clr Pat Epnnedy, the Ca-
thamdrieach of Wickbkow Coungy
Counecil said: ‘B0 was chal-
lenging for COmImmities. Re-
sirictions and social distanesng
limited what we could achieve
At imes and also called on us
b0 provide support for famidly,
friemds and neghbours as well
a5 the yalnerabie in ar secEety.
W res wedl 25 B DI,
Awards could nos take place but
the work continued in towns
Al communities across the
coanty with delivering
DEW PrOjects. Wi County
wishes 10 pay tribute w0 the
people who helped to care for
our environment and build 2
mm‘emm“i_d;mefmure for aml.
Thiss &' TecOEnine your
continued endeavours during
Pl

Frank Curran, Chief Exacn-
tive of Wetilow Coungy Counes
=2id: “Thes: awards are an op-
POTHUMiLY b celahTabe Khe ETeRL
work that groups thronghoot
the county delivered in 2060,
While Cowid 16 disropbed a1l pur
lives it Mﬂngmmﬂm
together it did =tre -
BN the relationship mﬂu
Ccommanities and Lol Gov-
PIMIMETL

“s{rH was also A ¥ear in
which Wiklow Couney Coun-
cil established 2 new Climate
Action Team. It was & Year when
we worked with communities

on Climase Action through Sus-
tainable Fnergy Communities
with the first group Glenmalure
complesing their Energy Master
Plam in November!

In the Tidy Estates com-
petition, Mallens Woods in
Grangecon was second in the
Linzal Anrtharsty Estabes saetiom
and Zleanm Chill, Glensealy was
third. Fernhill, Arklow was
second i the Private Estates
casegory, whils Ashion Bless-
ingron was third,

In the Main Sireet coMmpet-
(i was first in the
small tams extegnry, followed
by Ballycoog in second and
Grangecon in third. Dmnlavin
won the medinm towns Bward,
with Awoca second and Delgany
third. Greyetomes won the larges
town Zward, while Arklow was
second and Blessingeon third.

Grevstones Tidy Towns won
the Bindiversity award after the
Shoreline Centre was planted
and mansged for bindiversity.
Itwas planned with the zoning
of habitats and maintenamnea
programmes. They are also
i ing biodiversity into
all planting schemes around
the towT.

The Biodiversity In 3chaols
Award went 0 Sacred Heart,
Anghrim, for tree plansing un-
dertaken with the suppor: of &
Local baosiness. Tt imvolved the
development of 3 wi
garden for bees amd the res-
t500 of & vegesahle garden from
which the produwce was used for
soap and salad.

The Built Heritage Award
was won by Enockananna Tidy
Towns wio completed the res-
toration of the odd blackemiths
hiouse, restoring foom derekic-
ti0d & Key DiStoTic SUICHITE in
the cemtre of the MWL

Poppies Cafi won the En-
virommental Business Awarnd,
having been nominased by
Ennaskerry Tely Towns. Heakth
Matters was commended afeer
being nominated by Bray Tely
Towne. Poppies Café invested in
solar panels, LED Eghting, and
rEimwater harvessing. [Mscounts
are given for rensalie cups and
they have 4 fimes o0 FustEnahie

. Coifes i sourced
from A earbon newtral seurss.
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Challenging year for
Tidy Towns groups

Local suppliers are need, while
Heakthy Matters offer & range of
refill opesons when purchasing
instore.

The Cioeet Care Award went
b0 Wicklow Aquanantics. They
UnETLO0E Citizen BEENCs moni-
LOTiIE Of Species TE-psablshing
in Grevseomes Harboor. They
al50 carried DUt invEsve Species
monitoring, divers did under
water litter picks and they
developed a biodiversity infor-
mation leafes on their Andings.

The Communal Gardening
Award was won by Grevsiones
Eilcoods Community Garden for
the removation of the Shoreline
Community Garden creating
8 thriving hub for GIY. The
garden had been neglecved
but has naw been remodelled
Wwith A new focus on vegetahle
procduction.

Larsgh Tidy Towns were the
winmers of the Energy Award.
They are undertaking a Sus
tAinahle Energy ComImmties
Energy Mamer Plan, and au-
diting energy usage to identify
the best BREIEY SEVIE Options
for the community. Foblic en-
EAEEMENE With 18 cimImumity
in surrounding areas will alsa
taka place.

Arklow Tidy Towns were
the recipients of the Climate
Change Award They are work-
ing with indusiry in the town to
Ccarbon emissions th
tree plansing. Parwners inel
Sarvier, Echelon, Merck, Irish
iimd. LEDn i - IMI
are developing a med
wiad om 7 Ha with Sunbeam
Services and Coflle. Flanting
Eguhﬁcspﬂmmrm
schools was carried ous and
they worked on & new Comimn-
ity Riodiversity Action Plan,

The Local Food Fairtrade
Award winners wera Wicklow
Wines nominated by Ennisker-
ry Tidy Towns. Wicklow Wines
are & manair of the Stear-
i u champion for
‘ilﬁ:g:row E.'EH.‘UIHI]:F &= well as
PErESpaLng in Origin Green.
They uss Bord Bia approved
sappliers. They fios on SeTEy
pfficiency and waste prevention.

Pulp is composted for use in
Baltinglass Fairtrade was

[P nting o e ed ou tin Newcastie

m_u—hh—t,

Also pommended was Eoin
LlewellyTy, after Deing Dmansat-
ed by Greystomes Tidy Towns.
Enin has worked to docoment

local beodiversity and strength-
Eua'nra;em-:-u'n. He has led

commended for maintaining
Fair Trade satus and celebrag-
img Earth Deay, They aleo held a
SWEp ¥our hasket chalenge and
have ongnang school cAmpaigns
TIMIEOE.

The Landscaping Award goes
t0 Ballvcoog Tidy Towns for
thisr landscaping of the Grave-
vard, the carpark, and thesr
Wik with the schiool on cTeat-
ing & garden. Pollinabor friendly
planting was nssl. Perennial
planting ensures longevigy. The
il @ ham ks were also well pre-
EEI::Iml:-Edl_.I:Id lan_i{h&l;_

BESITELI WHE
commended for creating & new
disabdlity and age friendly gar-
dieny cared for by local residents.

Stephen Erennan, nominated
I Z00il BpaH ma MAra won the
Local Champions Award He
has led on many PURE Mibe
CATpaE| in the Brictas Hay
area and worked to explore and
document local hericage. Each
vear he invalves local students
getting them to learn showmt
thieir heritage dooamenting and
PEsenting it in schoal.
mgt;&;g:l Flunkstt Was coum-

having &en nom-
inated by Bray Tidy Towns.
Sharon has besn instrumental
in leading local residents on a
dlean up and revamp of their
estate And went on to furdher
afield in the commanity of Bray
On 5everal caImpaigns with Bray
Tidy Towne.

on projects incuding planting
A COTMmUnity orehand.
The Local Heri Award

Eoes t0 Baltinglass ToWTS,
wio worksd on 2 new walk in
Lord Woods, including paths
and wooden infrassmezone for
ViSFOrs.
Schodals Award went to Scoil
Healt ma Mara of Brittas Bay
who were recogmised for their
Work in explofing their local
heritage through PURE, ﬂ{:leir
p vegetahle garden
and their planting for biodi-
VErsity. _
won the Sehool Garden award.
have worked to eszab-
lish a pollinator friendly garden
to the front of the schoal and
8 froit and vegetable garden
£ the back with Suppart from

PEMETES.

Lacken Tidy Towns won the
Sustainable Tourism Award.
et
IMASS CTERlNE & ¥
‘which can be lnoped back roand
to the town amd which will cre-
ati A grest addition for visitors
b0 the Blessingon Greenway
when it comes throagh.

The Tress Award was won
by Grevstones Tedy Towns for a

camipaipn calbed 20 tress for 20
which was defiversd with local
sports clubs. A tree planted for
each child who visited Santa
resubted in 08 wross planted.
Extensive planting of tfees Was
undertaken At the shorelins
CEmire &5 well.

The Wavrar Conservation
Award winmers are Arklow Tidy
Townss. Threatened with the loss
of newly planted wrees during
the hot spell they used piping to
create irmigation chanmels direct
0 the Toots Kesping trees slive
Wwhile minimiting water ISage.

The Water P;ﬁemimhm
winners are Dalgany Tidy
Towns. They umdertook 2 cit-
izen science based study o
EEAMInE Water quality in the
Three Trowts River huflding up
local and identfving
OpHONS 0 iMpTove WaseT qual-
ity. Fegular clean ups were also
undertaken.

BEsETvoir Are the Waste
Minimization Award winners,
having heen nominated by
Blessington Tidy Towns. A
through greening of the an-
nual cycling event was carmied
ot Ko plastic bottles wara
used, with ondy biodegradabibe
muasArials wead.

All waste Was segTerated for
recycling and a goodie bag was
for litter at the end

nominated by




Bray Tidy Towns to
hold art competition

BRAY Tidy Towns is inviting young people to take part in its
schools and youth art competition for recycled goods.

The aim is to inspire a generation of students with a passion for
the environment and to help them become aware of how much
people throw out every day that can be turned into beautiful
and useful objects.

The organisation hope to arm them with experience and
knowledge in waste reduction, resource recovery, and leadership
in the environmental field.

Entrants can make art from anything including plastic bottles,
bottle tops, cans, CDs, old clothes or fabric and any other trash
they can find.

Art pieces can take the form of wall art, sculpture and design
pieces such as mirror frames, trays, tables, fashion and more. All
primary and post primary schools as well as youth clubs in Bray
are invited to take part. There will be three categories - primary,
and junior and senior post-primary.

The prize will be a trophy and entry into the national Tidy
Towns Schools and Youth AWards.

Submissions should be comprised completely of recycled or
reused materials.

The closing date for entries is Friday, May 14. Winners will be
announced on May 28.

Go to braytidytowns.com to enter.



